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T H E  R O Y A L  A C A D E M Y  
O F  LETTERS 
THE REIAL ACADEMIA DE BONES LLETRES, TODAY'S HEIR AND SUCCESSOR 
TO THE "DISTRUSTFUL ACADEMY" AND THE "UNNAMED ACADEMY", HAS 
SURVIVED DOWN TO OUR OWN DAY CONSTANTLY FIGHTING TO FULFILL ITS 
MISSION, WHICH HAS ALWAYS BEEN TO INSTRUCT THE YOUNG AND, AS ITS 
STATUTES SAY, TO CULTIVATE LETTERS IN GENERAL AND, ESPECIALLY, THOSE 
FIELDS OF KNOWLEDGE THAT CAN BEST HELP TO ILLUSTRATE THE HISTORY 
OF CATALONIA. 
n 3 June 1700, a group of Cata- 
Lan nobles and clergy met at the 1 palace of Pau Ignasi de Dalma- 
ses i Ros in Barcelona's Carrer Montca- 
da, where, driven by their love of litera- 
ture and history, they decided to found 
an academy along the lines of those 
which had been set up in Italy and 
Spain during the two preceding centu- 
ries, so as to "pass the time in resource- 
ful occupations". A week after the ap- 
pointment of Joan Antoni de Boixa- 
dors, de Pinós i de Rocabertí, Count of 
Savallit, as president, the new society of 
nobles held the first of their sessions, 
whichcwere then called "Acad&mies", 
at which the sodality was dedicated to 
the Virgin of Montserrat and given the 
name of "Academy of the Distrustful" 
or "Distrustful Academy", a very typi- 
cal name of the period, intended first of 
al1 as a warning that its members didn't 
act on impulse, that, like the ship that 
fears the storm and stays ashore and 
doesn't go out to sea so as not to cap- 
size, the new academy intended to keep 
afloat whatever happened, precisely be- 
INSTITUTIONS 
cause it was distrustful of the unexpec- 
ted, and therefore, by distrusting, it felt 
safe -tuta quia difSidens-, as the motto 
on its coat of arms openly proclaimed. 
In spite of the difficulties it has been 
through in the course of almost three 
hundred years, the Reial Academia de 
Bones Lletres, today's heir and succes- 
sor to the "Distrustful Academy" or 
"Unnamed Academy", has survived 
down to our own time and has managed 
through work and tenacity to overcome 
al1 adversities, constantly fighting to 
fulfill its mission, which, from the very 
start, has been to instruct the young 
and, as its statutes say, cultivate letters 
in general and, especially, those fields 
of knowledge that can best help to illus- 
trate the history of Catalonia. 
The extensive ground it has covered, 
though, has not been smooth nor free of 
difficulties. Obviously, the Academy 
from the moment of its foundation felt 
the effects of the warring atmosphere 
the country was imrnersed in. As a re- 
sult, its history is a tragic reflection of a 
series of political and military conflicts. 
. While the War of Succession marked 
the end of its first period of activities, 
the French occupation of Barcelona 
between 1807 and 18 14, the liberal re- 
volution of 1820 and, a century later, 
the Civil War of 1936-1 939 led to 
further interruptions which luckily 
were overcome with determination 
and  courage.  Thus  the Academy 
which today is housed in the beauti- 
ful Palau de la Comtessa de Palamós 
-one of the finest examples of Catalan 
civil Gothic, constructed on the walls of 
the Roman Barcino-, having first of al1 
been Distrustful, then Unnamed (1729- 
175 1) and finally given roya1 recogni- 
tion with the title Reial (in 1752, thanks 
to Ferdinand IV), is now the oldest aca- 
demic institution linked to the crown 
and transferred to the Generalitat when 
it took on exclusive power over institu- 
tions of this type active in the territory 
of Catalonia. 
With almost three centuries behind it, 
the Academy has carried out a task 
which, at al1 times inspired by its origi- 
nal postulates, has made a powerful 
contribution to the flourishing of Cata- 
lan scientific activity and cultural life. 
And while it's true that during the early 
period the nobles were driven more by 
a wish to spend the time agreeably at af- 
fected baroque poetry evenings, rather 
than by a genuinely scientific ideology, 
it's also true that they were moved by 
certain political interests which, fol- 
lowing the death of Charles 11 -an 
event the Academy mourned with the 
publication of the famous Nenias reales 
i lágrimas obsequiosas a la memoria 
del gran Carlos II-, became quite evi- 
dent, with one part of the academics lo- 
ya1 to the Hapsburgs and the Austrian 
cause and others sympathizing with and 
supporting the Bourbons. In the second 
period -the period of the Unnamed 
Academy- the new members imposed 
as the chief objective the study of his- 
tory, and especially Catalan history, and 
they took steps to ensure that the young 
people of Barcelona (in that period de- 
prived of a university, which had been 
moved to Cervera as reprisal) could ha- 
ve access to a centre of instruction and 
training. In this way the work of the 
Academy helped to fill an important 
gap and prepare the way so that on the 
return of the Alma Mater to the capital 
of Catalonia there would be men ready 
to run the new chairs with authority. It 
was therefore a member of the Aca- 
demy, Albert Pujo1 i Gurena, who was 
appointed the first rector of the restored 
University, and many other illustrious 
academics were appointed to the 
teaching posts of most responsibility at 
the University. 
During those same years, the Academy 
developed an invaluable parallel acti- 
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vity rescuing, collecting and catalo- 
guing al1 sorts of works of art which, 
due to the abolition of mortmain in 
1835, were in danger of being lost for 
ever. But they were saved thanks to the 
determined action of its members, who 
made an effort to save everything they 
could and, furthermore, kept it lovingly 
and carefully in the Academy Museum 
installed in the palatine chape1 of Santa 
Agata, which was to form one of the 
embryos of the future Museum of Art 
of Catalonia. Alongside this devotion 
to recovering the artistic heritage, the 
Academy enthusiastically embraced 
the idea of a rebirth of the language and 
culture of the country, and while in 
1842 it awarded a prize to Joaquim Ru- 
bió i Ors for his poem Roudor del Llo- 
bregat, evocative of the past glories of 
the Catalans in the Mediterranean and 
in the lands of Greece, it went on to 
gather such glorious and decisive 
names for our national resurgence as 
Balari i Jovany, Mila i Fontanals, Ru- 
bió i Lluch -in other words, a pleiad of 
philologists, historians, jurists, geo- 
graphers, bibliophiles, philosophers, 
writers and poets, from Aribau and Ver- 
daguer and Victor Catala to Carles Ri- 
ba and Josep M. de Sagarra (two figures 
who in spite of never being able to 
make their inaugural speech were 
elected to form part of the Academy) 
and finally Salvador Espriu. 
The list of all these outstanding figures 
gives a very good idea of what the Aca- 
demy represented at the time of the Re- 
naixenca and in subsequent periods, 
and although in the question of lang- 
uage i t  maintained a conservative 
attitude for many years, maintaining 
the famous spelling rules, which were 
different to Fabra's official rules, the 
numerous works on philology pub- 
lished in the bulletins and reports and 
the studies made known through new 
members' speeches speak for the vast 
scale of its work. Furthermore, by nam- 
ing leading figures in European cultural 
life as corresponding academics, it ex- 
tended its relations with the interna- 
tional scientific community in a way 
which still seems impressive today. 
The Civil War that destroyed so many 
things also interrupted, though briefly, 
the activity of the Academy. This acti- 
vity was taken up again as soon as cir- 
curnstances permitted, although in this 
three-year period some academia had 
died and two members of the Corpora- 
tion, Bosch i Gimpera and Serra Hún- 
ter, had had to leave the country. But 
the Academy took no notice of the rul- 
ings emanating from the Franco regime 
and always included them in their 
activities as members of the Academy. 
Even so, the new political situation, 
which was wholly opposed to Catalan 
language and culture, represented for 
the institution first of al1 a considerable 
effort to try and heal the wound caused 
by the civil discord, and in this respect 
one can only say that its presidents, Fe- 
rran Valls i Taberner, Carles Sanllehy, 
Ramon d'Abada1, Agustí Duran i San- 
pere and Martí de Riquer, fought to 
make the Academy above al1 a school 
for coexistence, the home of work, 
peace and study where men of science 
from al1 walks of life met in the hope 
that their science might help enrich the 
country with the progress of culture and 
of the humanities. Gradually, Catalan 
cultural reality once more came to oc- 
cupy its rightful place in the Academy. 
In fact, it had never lost some of its 
most conspicuous representatives, Ló- 
pez Picó and Jordi Rubió, Millas i Va- 
llicrosa and Lluís Pericot, Ferran Sol- 
devila and Jaume Vicens Vives, who 
came to occupy their seats in the Aca- 
demy and took over the work of the 
Corporation. By the end of the sixties 
they were able to meet in their official 
premises, now pleasingly restored and 
dignified. New generations of teachers 
and students took over from the old 
masters and so the Palau dels Reque- 
sens became once more the home of in- 
vestigation and research based on the 
Academy's rich Archives and Libra- 
ries, which have never stopped adding 
to their collections since then. 
And while a book published in 1955 
weighed up the Academy's contribution 
to the fields of prehistory, history in al1 
its branches, archaeology and art 
history, Oriental studies and classical 
philology, Romance studies and Catalan 
studies in particular, philosophy and 
history of law, in recent years, as well 
as  continuing normal academic 
activities -fortnightly scientific sessions 
throughout the school year- the 
Corporation has opened its palace to al1 
kinds of cultural activities and has in this 
way become a privileged haven for the 
celebration of congresses, scientüic sympo- 
sia and meetings, regular meetings of 
cultural associations and exhibitions 
on the history and cultural life of the 
counúy. We need only remember the sympo- 
sium on the five-hundredth anniversary 
of Tirant lo Blanc or the celebrations 
on the occasion of the millennium of 
Catalonia and, amongst the exhibitions, 
the ones devoted to Feliu de la Penya 
and to the Bloody Corpus, to name just 
a few of the most recent events. Along- 
side these more public activities, the 
Institutes that form part of the Academy 
-the Institute of Romance Philology, the 
Institute of Science History, the Institute 
of Medieval History and the Institute 
of Neo-Hellenic Studies- are the 
justification and the future of this "Reial 
Corporació" which, through these centres 
for specialist and rigorous study, aspires 
to continue offering the country an 
efficient service in the field of high 
culture and Humanism. ¤ 
